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THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO 


Synopsis of Play 


Since this world renowned story was first written by the famous 
Freneh author, Alexander Dumas, it has probably enjoyed as universal 
popularity as any subjeet of pure fiction written in any language, aud 
its subsequent dramatization into a five-act play, and trauslation into 
the language of almost every civilized country on the globe served to 
evince in the most striking manner the hold which it has established and 
the interest which it evoked in so many widely differing nationalities. 
In the present age of animated pieture plays, it only remained for this 
weriderful ereation of the Freneh Wizard's brain to be properly pre- 
septa with exael reproduction of the original seenery effects and sur 
roundngs, with the most eareful attention to every detail of costume 
aid stage setting, and with an intelligent interpretation of the plot by 
thorougaly skilled actors to insure a suceess sueh as has never been 
achieved before in a moving picture production, 

We have steceeded in doing this aud more. The aetion and photog 
raphy of tais pieture stand upon a plain of exeellenee never excelled if 


ever equalled since the inception of the moving pleture art. 
ACT 1. THE SAILOR’S RETURN. 


Edmond Dantes, the mate of the ship Pharaon returns to Marseilles 
after a long voyage and is enthusiastically weleomed by his friends, 
and especially by the young girl Mereedes to whom he is affianced. 
During the long voyage Dantes has innocently provoked the envy and 
distike of Danglars, an inferior officer of the same ship, who plots his 
ruin by insinuating that he has been the bearer of letters and communi- 
callous to the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte, then exiled from France 
mid a prisoner at the Island of Elba. Danglars finds ready tools to 
assist him in his plot, Caderousse, a malicious enemy of Dantes, and 
Fernand, the cousin and suitor for the hand of Mercedes, who is nat- 
urally jealous. These two join in the plot and Fernand consents to be 
the instrument of denouncing Dantes to the King’s Proeareur as a 
Botapartist agent. Within an hour of lis marriage to Mereedes the 
titortunate Dantes is arrested for his supposed treasonable practices 
aud brought before the Deputy Procureur who finds that Dantes while 
iiiocent of any wrong intent is really the bearer of a letter from Elba 
Whieh implieates the Deputy Proeurear’s father in the Jouapartist 
pei and incidentally discredits himself. Pretending to be Dantes’ 
fiend and assuring him of his carly release he in reality makes an ordes 
commilling him to the Chateau d'[ff for life, where he is confined in 


cue of the lowest dungeons iu that most fearful prison, 


ACT 2. TWENTY YEARS LATER. 


Long confinement under the most horrible privations breaks down the 
Fortitude of the prisoner to sueh an extent that he endeavors to eommit 
suicide by voluntarily starving himself, and is on the point of death, 
when he establishes communication with a prisoner in the adjoining 
eell—the Abbe Faria—and after many months of patient work the two 
prisoners complete a concealed opening that enables them to visit each 
other’s cells. Months pass and as the Abbe gains confidence in his fellow 
prisoner he imparts io lim the seeret of a treasure of enormous value 
buried on the Isle of Monte Cristo, and by his advice and eounsel saves 
Dattes from utter despair. The prisoners make fresh plans for digging 
their way out of the fortress and effecting their escape and prosecute 
their work at all hours when free from the vists of jailors. Weakened 
by old age and long tmprisonment the Abbe grows daily more feeble 
and finally succumbing to bis maladies, dies in Dantes’ arms. Dantes 
in inspired with the idea of substituting his own body for the corpse 
of his friend, and earries out the seheme by placing the Abbe’s body on 
the bed in his own eell and taking the other's place, assuming the 
posture and as far as possible the appearance of the dead man. The 
ruse sueceeds and the jailors entirely deceived carry away the rough 
sack which they suppose contains the dead body of the Abbe and throw 
it over the battlement and into the sea which eomes up to the walls of 
the Chateau d7Iifl, 

By a supreme effort Dantes succeeds in extricating himself from the 
sack in which he has been tied, and being a powerful swimmer manages 
to keep himself afloat until he is cast on a desolate rock outside the 
harbor mouth, where he sinks exhausted but is soon after rescued by a 
passing vessel and becomes one of the sailors on board of her. After 
miany vivissitudés and the lapse of some time he finally reaches the 
Island of Monte Cristo and following the minute instructions given by 
the dead Abbe, finds the treasure and realizing its enormous value and 
the power which it plaees in his hands declares dramatieally ‘‘The World 
is Mine!’’ 

ACT 3. DANTES STARTS ON HIS MISSION OF VENGEANCE. 


Dantes now determines to return to his old home and employ his 
enormous wealth in wreaking verigeance on those who plotted his ruin, 
and laving secured the entire treasure from Monte Cristo Island, dis- 
covers that he is rich bevond the power of imagination. He purchases 
a yacht in which he onee more visits Merseilles and makes searching 
inquiry for his friends and enemies. His father is dead, his sweetheart 
Mereedes has gone to Paris and has been lost sight of entirely, while 
his other friends have seattered and disappeared. He then turns his 
attention to lis enemies and finds that Danglars has become a man of 


wealth and importanee and las gone to Paris. Fernand entered the 


avmy and by devious means has risen high in the serviee and also be- 
come a millionaire, while Caderousse alone remains in Marseilles as the 
keeper of a small inn, ; 

Disguised as a priest le now visits the inn kept by Caderousse and 
obtains from him full information without revealing his own identity. 
In the end be intrusts him with a diamond of immense value which he 
structs him to sell and divide the proceeds among his old friends. 
The story of the inn keeper's failure to earry out this trust aud. the 
disasters and deatlt whieh his course involves are plainly pietured in our 
prodnetion and complete the rst step in the vengeance of Monte Cristo, 


ACT 4. DANTES AS THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO. 

Intent upon greater schemes of vengeance and the punishment of bis 
more influential enemies Dantes assumes the name of the Count of Monte 
Cristo, and by prodigal and lavish expenditure of jis enormous wealth 
and the daggline nature of his establishment and equippages, obtains an 
entve to the most distivguished circles in’ Paris and becomes the most 
admired man of fashion in the eity. He discovers lis former sweetheart 
Mercedes as the wite of a nobleman and eontracts many friendships 
whieh enable bins te locate and make the acquaintance of those of fis 
enemies who have obtained positious of rank and fortane although dis 
daining to meet them on equal and friendly terms. 

ACT 5. DANTE ACCUSES HIS ENEMIES. 

The fifth and Jast act devoted to the consummation of Morte Cristo's 
Vengeance ou tis chennes and the exposure of their nefarious plots. is 
eleavly worked out ti our production and requires: little explanation 
beyond the  yreture — itself. Fernand, driven to | desperation 
by the vevelation that the famous and distinguished Count 
of Monte Cristo is none other than Mereedes’ lover who he 
so. vilely betraved, commits suicide in a) fit of remorse. The 
Deputy Proeureur, who, to save lis father and — himself’ 
eaused the qwuifortunate Dantes to be buried alive in the tomb of the 
Chateau d71ff is unmasked and exposed by the Count’ and dies of lis 
own dageer rather (han face the disgrace, 

Danglars, the arch villain of the eonuspirvaey, sll vemains, and. his 
death is necessary to eomplete the vengeance of Monte Cristo, 

The Count engayes him tn a duel and die finally falls wounded. to 
the death by the sword of the man le had betraved with such unatter> 


able baseness and the vengeance of Monte Cristo is eomplete, 


WILL RELEASE JANUARY 30, 1908 


THREE SHEET ADVERTISING POSTERS, FOUR COLORS, 
WIRE ORDERS EARLY 


